
 

 

Union Preschool Newsletter    
September 2019  

It seems like we just said good-bye and packed everything up for the summer and now here 
we are returning for a bright new year with you.  We hope that you have had a happy and relaxing 
summer. We welcome back our returning families and students. We are always excited to see them 
return. They grow and change so much over the summer.  We are glad to greet our new students 
and families and welcome them into our community. 

We look forward to a very successful year for each child. We are in partnership with you to 
provide a warm, loving Christian atmosphere in which each child can grow and learn. Your unique 
family is important to us. We welcome your questions, advice, input and opinions.  

The following teachers will be working with the Threes this year: Mrs. Fresta, Mrs. Curry and 
Mrs. Landholt. There will be a few assistants to the Threes teachers during September.  The 
teachers are all prepared to dry tears and give plenty of hugs. Please try not to be alarmed if there 
are a few tears. We will take good care of the children. You can help make their transition more 
successful, if you are very upbeat and keep your goodbyes short.  

The Fours are always ready to jump right into new activities. Most of them are returning 
students and already know the routine.  They are very eager for new experiences and will keep the 
teachers busy. The teachers of the Fours this year are: Mrs. Brockland, Mrs. Visintine, Mrs. Farrell 
and Mrs. Fletchall.  

Mrs. Macke is teaching the Junior Kindergarten this year. The children in this group have 
turned 5 or will have their 5th Birthday shortly. They are being prepared for Kindergarten as are the 
Fours.  We call them the Junior Kindergarten.  

This is our 48th year here at preschool. Throughout those years we have developed a very 
extensive program to help the children grow socially, emotionally, physically and academically. We 
would like to fill you in on some of the new curriculum programs we have adopted.  

The Fours, and Jr. Kindergarten will once again have the writing program which we call 
Ready to Write, based on the program called Handwriting Without Tears. Mrs. Landholt will be 
guiding all the classes in this area. We will send more information explaining the program. 

This year our music teacher, Mrs. Landholt, will once again be guiding us all in giving the 
children plenty of opportunities to use musical instruments and enjoy music and movement.  The 
children will use the instruments in the music space in the Music Room. This is in addition to the 
singing and finger plays they will all learn at Group Time with their teachers. We have most of our 
music on I-pods, which make it more available to everyone. 

There are also curriculum activities throughout the program and on all levels to be shared at 
home. Some are in the form of Book Borrowing Bags. Others are Math or Science activities from 
Hatch. These will be available beginning in October. You may check them out to take home and 
enjoy with your child. Please, RETURN them to school in a timely manner. It is a good home/school 
connection that all families should be able to enjoy.   

During your Orientation time you were able to meet your child’s teacher and get acquainted 
with some of the other families in the class. We hope that this is just the beginning of months of 
communication about your child. Together with you we will strive to provide your child with successful 
and happy school experience.  Please be sure that you have received a calendar for the month from 
your child's teacher. There will be many important dates to remember.  

The teachers will be contacting you through emails to keep you in touch with events and 
notes about your child’s class. Some of the teachers will be texting families and you will be asked for 
permission to do so. Watch for the emails and if you feel you are not in the mailing group, let them 
know right away. 

We also must stress, that when your child is at school, you should be reachable by phone in 
case of an emergency. Be sure that information is up to date and your phone is accessible. 

 



 
Book Orders  
 

One of the greatest gifts that parents can give to their children is teaching them to appreciate 
books and love reading. We would like to help you by making books available to you for a very 
reasonable price. We will send book order forms home every month. The first forms will be sent out in 
October. These come to us from several book clubs including Scholastic. At times, there will be 
computer software titles available through these clubs.   

The books are a good value for you and the school receives points for the books that you order 
each month. Most recently, the points have been cashed in for the rolling toy cabinets that we have in 
the classrooms.    
 This year they will be introducing digital flyers. You will receive more information about that 
option with the first order.                                                                                                    

There are two ways to order.  
1. You can send the forms and payment to the office. When you send in your order, please 

note the date that the order is due.  We do not want to disappoint a child because of a 
missed deadline. Also, clip out the order and return it with your child's name and homeroom 
on the form. Please write Book Order on the envelope and put it in one of the hallway 
mailboxes. If you make selections from more than one club you just need one check. The 
check should be made out to Union Preschool.  

2. You may go on line to place an order and pay for them on line. We still get points and none 
of us have to deal with checks or cash.    

      Site: www.scholastic.com/bookclubs          
      First time users will register their own name and password and enter a one-time activation      
      code H7VCX.    

 
 

Room Parents  
 

We had a good response to the request for volunteers as Room Parents. You can still sign up 
in your child's classroom.  We will discuss plans for the holiday parties for the children and decide on 
a coordinator for the class. Afterwards we will send out a letter to all the parents from the room 
parents requesting a donation for the holiday parties throughout the year. The request will be for a 
donation of $ 10.00 to cover costs for snacks and treats for the parties. There will be parties for each 
class for Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day and Easter. It adds a little extra for the children for 
these special occasions. They really look forward to it and are impressed by their parents' 
participation. Please send in your donation as soon as possible. We appreciate your cooperation with 
these volunteers. 

We will also be talking about the fundraisers and fundraising events we will have this year. It 
might be just the opportunity for you to meet other parents and help out the school.   
                                                                                       

 Meetings will be held Sept 19th and 20th at arrival time about 9:05.  
 
 

          



School Photos 
Picture Day will be October 15th and 16th. We will be sending home 

an envelope for you to fill out and return for ordering the pictures. We have 
been working with this photographer for several years now and we have 
been very pleased with the photos.  
*He will be able to take a photo of your child individually as well as a 
classroom photo.  
*If you are not interested in a photo of your child you may still purchase a 

class photo. Many families find them to be a keepsake of the preschool years.      
      *Your check should be made out to Midwest Photographic.  
      *If you would like a photo of a younger sibling, the photographer will be 
available to take them. Call the office for a time.   

Just a heads up for the photo, it is usually a full body photo not just a head shot…watch 
the shoes. 

 
The Scholastic Book Fair 

 

This year we will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair.  As we have mentioned before Scholastic 
offers a wide range of children's books at a very reasonable price. 
Throughout the year you will be able to order books from this 
company. From September 23 - 27, we will have a Book Fair set up 
here at school. The company will send us a whole variety of books. 
The display will be set up in the reception area. It is so much fun to 
be able to view the books first hand and make your choices.  

The Book Fair will run in conjunction with the Family Open 
House and Back to School Night, so that you will have plenty of time 
to look at the Books. We hope that you will find this helpful 
especially for first time families. The book fair not only gives you the 
opportunity to purchase some great books for your child, it also makes Scholastic Dollars available to 
us to use for more books and materials for the school. Last year we found that we had accumulated 
over $5,000 in Scholastic Dollars, which we spent on the new rolling toy cabinets in the classrooms. 
And then this summer we purchased 2 more with our Scholastic Dollars. That was a great help in 
outfitting the renovated classrooms.  

 

September 23 - 27      Also part of the Open House September 24 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

  Sometime in November…..We will again offer that exciting 
Fund Raiser.               COFFEE!!!!! 

Wow…it will even have our logo on it.  ….and who doesn’t 
love coffee?? There will be a lot of choices that you will 
certainly want to purchase for yourself and as gifts for 
Christmas.♦♦ They offer 3 different USDA Certified Organic, 

eco-friendly SingleCup Jo items for single serve Keurig K-Cup® type brewers, including Keurig® 1.0 and the 

newest Keurig® 2.0 brewers.♦♦♦ They offer 18 different Jo Coffee bagged (9 whole bean and 9 ground coffee) 

items and are USDA Certified Organic and Fair Trade Certified. These come in 12 oz. packages in whole bean 

or ground format including a very hard to find USDA Certified Organic decaf. 

http://www.jocoffee.com/mm5/merchant.mvc?Store_Code=jocoffee&Screen=SFNT


 

 

UNION PRESCHOOL               A DISCOVER NATURE SCHOOL 
 

We are looking forward to an exciting year that will inspire the teachers, children 
and families with a “Sense of Wonder.” Discovery has always been an important 
aspect of our curriculum in all areas including math, science, reading, literature and art. 
We have incorporated our Nature Explore Classroom (The Children’s Garden) in our 
learning experiences for the past 11 years. For several years now we have teamed up 
with the Missouri Department of Conservation and became a Discover Nature School.  
 For several years now we have used the Preschool module of the program, 
Nature Revealed. The themes, focus, activities and resources will be used in 
conjunction with our current curriculum to further enhance our program. The beauty 
and preciousness of the children’s Sense of Wonder is something we all hope to share 
in. Using seasonal activities and resources the program will inspire discoveries both 
indoors and out.  

  
 
In order to include you, our 
families, in these 
experiences we will share an 
activity calendar with you 
each month. In this way you 
can join us in helping your 
child discover and explore 
nature in your yard and 
neighborhood. We will also 
send you some information 
about area parks where you 
can have some family 
outings to discover nature 
together, hiking and looking 
for plants, trees, squirrels, 
ducks and turtles.  
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Lunch Bunch 
 
The Lunch Bunch program gives your child the opportunity to enjoy school activities and social 
interaction for an additional time period and gives you an occasional opportunity to extend your day 
for personal appointments or a lunch date. It is an optional program Monday through Friday and filled 
on a first come basis.  
 
Reservations and payment must be made in advance. You may enroll for a permanent status in 
Lunch Bunch for the year. That way you can be assured of a space and you will not be bothered with 
a monthly request form. We will just send you a notice of the fee for the coming month.  
 
For those who would like to sign up occasionally, you can send to the office a note or email with dates 
listed along with payment. If the dates are already filled, we will return your payment or check for 
alternate dates. The cost per session is $10.00. Late payments will incur a $2.00 penalty. Credit for 
prepayment will be given for withdrawals only if the director is notified before 9:00 AM the morning of 
Lunch Bunch. Abuse of this credit for prepayment by withdrawing from more than two sessions will 
result in removal of your child from the Lunch Bunch program. 
 
Lunch:  Each child will be expected to bring a lunch in a box or a bag marked with the child’s name 
and homeroom. Lunches will be collected by the staff after the children arrive.  The lunches will be 
stored in the hall. The lunches will not be refrigerated. You may put a cold pack in the lunch if you 
would like. Our facility is a Peanut free school. Please remember that when packing your 
child’s lunch. Sorry… that means no peanut butter or other peanut products. If you do send a 
nut-butter or other item that looks like peanut butter, you must label it or it will be sent home to be 
eaten there. 
 
Supervision:  Two of the preschool teachers, Mrs. Farrell and Mrs. Kuhnert, will be the official Lunch 
Bunch coordinators. The teacher will attend to the children’s needs and have age appropriate 
activities prepared for them. On the days that there is a large group we have two Lunch Bunch 
teachers and two lunch times.  
 
Lunch Bunch is an optional program. Usually the children adapt very well to this extra time at school. 
However, we feel that we must let you know if the extra time at school is having a negative effect on 
your child during the normal class time. Some of the children tire too easily or begin to exhibit 
separation problems. We will discuss any problems with you. We may have to limit an individual 
child’s participation. 
 

We would like to offer the opportunity to as many families as are interested in 
this Lunch Bunch Program. The children really enjoy the extra time at school 
filled with activities and sharing a chatty time eating their lunch with some new 
found friends.  
 
Lunch Bunch has begun for most of the preschoolers in the second week of 
class.  We give the Threes some time to adjust to school before they attend 
Lunch Bunch. Most of the Threes will begin on October 1st unless other 
arrangements have been made to fit your needs. If your Three needs to begin 
before October, please contact the office.  
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         UNION PRESCHOOL 

Committed to you and the neighborhood 
and starting our 48th year !!! 

 
Inviting all of our families to a  

Family Back to School Open House. 
 Come and take a look at the space 
 Spend some time with other families  

 Visit the Book Fair 
Please join us. 

September 24th, 6:00 – 7:30  
 
 

 
We will have some exciting Fundraising Events 
coming up this year.  Be sure you put them on 
your calendar!!! 

 
 Family Bowling Party      

         Sunday ,October 13 
This fundraising event will be at Epiphany Bowling alley.       
2:00 – 5:00 
There will be a fee for a fun afternoon of family bowling. 
Watch for more information coming soon. 
 

 

 Trivia Night          
 Friday, February 7th 
This fundraising event will also be at Epiphany. We 
had a Trivia Night in 2018. It was very successful and 
exciting evening. You will not want to miss this.   
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 


