
      

 

It is hard to believe that the holidays are already behind us. 

We hope you have all enjoyed a happy and healthy Christmas with 

your families. The teachers have been busy the last few days. We 

are all anxious for school to start again and I am sure that the 

children are too. 

 The many lovely decorations that the children made must have added a special touch to your 

homes this season. There is nothing quite as special as children's decorations gracing the tree and 

walls for all the family to enjoy. I hope that you bring them out for many years to come. I know that I 

do. It is a great season for basking in memories.  

 The faculty would like to offer thanks to all the parents and grandparents, etc., who helped to 

make the Santa House and other celebrations memorable.   We give special thanks to Santa himself 

who always seems to find time in his busy schedule to visit with us. I am sure each class wishes to 

thank the room parents for the special cookies they brought to the Christmas Parties. 

 We are delighted to be remembered by so many of you during this holiday season with 

thoughtful gifts, cookies, cards, and treats. The teachers do try to send a personal thank you note to 

each child. If your child does not receive a note for a gift in the next few days, please let the teacher 

know. We do not want to forget anyone, but sometimes the cards do get detached from the gifts. The 

teacher will feel relieved if you mention not getting a note. No doubt she has been trying to identify 

the gift giver.  
 

 

Families 
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Families, 
We really need your support and attendance for this event. We 
had a very successful Trivia Night in 2018. It meant everything 
to our success in in that year of change. It will mean everything 
to our financial stability in this year 2020.  
 
 

 
 

 



 

Winter Coats           
Now we are finally into winter coat weather. This is a time for gaining that skill of independently 

putting on coats and jackets.  At school the children will be working to put their coats on without help 

from the teacher. Sometimes the children help each other. They work hard on zipping, snapping or 

buttoning. We will continue to encourage them to become independent in these tasks. Please be sure 

they have time to practice at home, too. You have taught them well about dressing for winter. They 

want to put on all the hats, mittens and scarves that will keep them warm.  

 Please also encourage them to hang up their coats by themselves at school. It is important 

that they develop independent skills and it makes them feel so successful. 

 It is also very helpful to label your child's outer wear!!! It makes it so much less confusing for 

children and teachers.   

 

Cold and Flu Season                                    
This is the season of cold and flu.  We try to keep surfaces, toys, etc. as clean as possible to 

cut down on germs.  We do a lot of hand washing and encourage the children to use Kleenex and 

cover coughs.  

In fact sneezing and coughing into their elbows is a skill they are practicing at school.  We 

do need your cooperation to keep our students healthy.  Do not send your child to school if he/she 

has symptoms of illness such as a sore throat, swollen glands, fever, ear ache, rash, diarrhea, or 

vomiting.  Children must be kept at home until they have been fever free for 24 hours.  If your 

child is feeling bad and needs a dose of Tylenol before school to make it comfortably through 

class, it is imperative for your child and the other children that you keep him/her at home.  

Sometimes when a child does not feel well at school it causes apprehension about staying the 

next school day.  Thank you so much for your cooperation.  Hopefully we can all make it through 

this season in good health. 

We would appreciate donations of boxes of Kleenex to replenish our classroom supplies.  

 

Shoes and Boots 
 
It looks like we will probably have a harsh winter. That means children will be wearing 

clothing for the weather which may include boots. Boots are a wonderful accessory and we 
all know how much the children enjoy wearing them. Sometimes boots may be necessary to 
keep the children’s shoes dry as you make your way into the building. Please, help your child 
take the boots off and assist them with putting on their shoes for school. Boots are not 
appropriate wear for inside the building. They make it difficult for the children to navigate the 
stairs and participate in gym activities. Unless your child is independent in changing their 
shoes without assistance, they will be carrying their boots out the door at dismissal. When 
bundling up a whole class of children with coats, mittens and hats, the teacher really does 
not have time to work on shoes and boots too. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 



Assessment 

 In our program we are constantly observing your child's growth and development. We use 

these informal observations and checklists to better meet the needs of each child and to assess the 

effectiveness of specific programs and activities. We will begin to formally assess the skills of the 

children in the 4 and 5 year old classes during the month of January and up until conference time in 

March. Each child will be able to spend some individual time with the homeroom teacher to assess 

skills in many areas. We try to do this with as little disruption as possible. We will have a substitute 

teacher in the classroom during this assessment time. We will be using our own assessment 

instrument developed from The Brigance and the MO KIDS.  Some schools will accept our results in 

place of their formal evaluation. The concepts covered in the assessment are all things that we cover 

in our activities at school such as: counting, following directions, copying figures, writing name, 

knowing birth date, phone number and address, telling stories, drawing a person, skipping and 

hopping. We know that you, as your child's first and foremost teacher, are constantly teaching and 

guiding your child. You do not have to prepare your child for this assessment. You have been doing 

just that for the past 4 or 5 years. It would be best for your child if you did not even mention "testing". 

We refer to the individual assessment situation as a special time to "play games with the teacher." 

The children are excited to have a turn.  We will review our results with you at the March conference. 

We use this formal, individual evaluation situation as a tool to relate your child's skills to you, as a 

normative tool to rate your child in comparison to others of the same age, and as a tool in planning 

further developmental and educational experiences for your child. Furthermore, it gives your child a 

stress free introduction to "testing" which has become an important part of kindergarten acceptance. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to speak with your child's teacher or to Michele Villa.  

 

 

The Scholastic Book Fair  
Will Be Here in February 

 
This February we will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair.  We 

offered the Fair in September and it was well received.  We really look forward to helping you 
get books into the hands of your children. We are having the Fair return because I have heard 
from grandparents that they really enjoyed taking part in the Fair for their grandchildren in 
other schools.  

 So we are running the Book Fair in conjunction with the Grandparents’ Day 
Programs.  

 In fact, the Book Fair will be open for all parents and families at arrival and 
dismissal time all that week, from the 24th  thru the 28th. So come on in and pick 
out a book or two.  

 The company will send us a whole variety of books. The display will be set up in 
the gym and will actually take up half the gym. It is so much fun to be able to 
view the books first hand and make your choices.  

The school benefits with 50% of sales turned into Scholastic dollars, which we can 
spend for more books and resources for the school.  
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Re-registration 
We will soon be sending out the re-registration forms for 2020– 2021.   We ask that you return 

your form and registration fee by January 28th.  Our registration will open to new families 

February 1st.  We hope that you will register early to assure your child a place next Fall. Our 

numbers are limited and classes fill up quickly. There may be a great demand for the options 

that offer more sessions for different age levels. Please be prompt in returning your form so 

you will not be disappointed.  

• The classes for the Threes are open to all students who will be 3 years old by August 

1st. Our new January Threes are eligible for the Threes starting next September.  

• The classes for the 4's are open to all students who will be 4 years old by August 1st. 

The majority of the children will be going on to kindergarten the following year. Our 

curriculum for this group is geared towards preparing them for kindergarten.  

• A number of students will be moving on to the Jr. Kdg. the next year. This class is open 

to all students who will be 5 by October 30th. This group is also being readied for 

kindergarten. However, since these children are chronologically older and some of them 

are returning for a third year of preschool, their curriculum is different from the 4's. 

• We will not be offering Kindergarten next year. You have more options in our area for 

kindergarten, than in previous years. You are so lucky to have many solid programs 

available for your kindergartner. That was not always the case in the past. I feel sure you 

will be able to find a good fit for your child. We can offer you some insights if necessary. 

 Our registration will open to new students February 1st.  Our returning students have 

priority registration until that date.  If you have any questions about any of the options, please 
let us know. We do not want anything to hold up your re-registration.  

Please note the times and days on all the options. Some of them have changed from 
previous years. We have some new afternoon classes. 

 

 
Snow Watch 

Winter weather will probably make a return. I hope there were no difficulties when we 
had to have 2 snow days before Christmas. Just remember in case of inclement 
weather school closings will be announced in the following ways: 

1. We will send mass e-mail notices to all of our families.  
2. KMOX Radio at 1120 on the AM dial. Announcements on their website: 

http://kmox.com 
3. We will also have our closing displayed on TV:   

              on Channel 2 KTVI and on their website: http://myfoxstl.com 

                on Channel 5 KSDK and on their website 

                on Channel 4 KMOV and their website 
Each of the stations that announce closings also have them on their website. It may be 
an easier way for you to find the information.  

If you have any questions about these arrangements please ask now.  
There is no one in the office on those days.  

 

http://kmox.com/


January Threes Class 
 

We have a new class beginning this month. The January Threes will be joining us 
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings with Mrs. Jenny Delf.  We are always excited to be 
able to offer this class for children who have turned three between September and 
January. It has been a very successful program for us and for the children involved. 
This early start helps them to feel very confident and successful when they return next 
year for the regular Three Year Old class. The class will meet in the ABC room. The 
children will be dismissed at the regular time from the Oleatha Door. We are pleased to 
have all these new families and children joining our community.   

 
 

Why Junior Kindergarten 

  
At this time we offer the Junior Kindergarten for those children who: 

 miss the cut-off date for Kindergarten their 5th birthday is after July 31st 

 children whose birthdays fall in the summer or late spring and are age eligible for 
Kindergarten, but who would be more successful in the Junior Kindergarten 
Program, as determined by the teacher, director and parents. 

 If your child’s 5th birthday falls in May through October he/she is eligible for 
Junior Kindergarten  

 Over the years, we have worked hard to develop a program for young Five Year 
Olds especially those with late spring and summer birthdays. We have had many 
parents agree to this "Gift of Time" for their child. The parents have been very pleased 
with the results of their decision. The child has had more time to mature physically and 
emotionally. The following year, the child is better prepared to learn in the more 
structured environment of Kindergarten.  

Actually the only requirement for entrance to kindergarten is your child’s birth 
date…the number of candles on the birthday cake. However, a child’s developmental 
age may or may not correspond with his calendar age. “Each child has his or her own 
internal time clock that dictates personal growth and development in the emotional, 
social, physical, and intellectual spheres. Your child – and every other child – is a 
priceless, irreplaceable, and unique entity, a child like no other child” (from Jim Grant, I 
Hate School). This is one of those times in your child’s life when you have the 
opportunity to make a decision that will have a lasting effect.  Please consider all the 
information and make an educated decision. 

 We have never had a family report that the decision to enroll in Junior 
Kindergarten was a mistake. However, we have had families who have regretted 
not giving that “Gift of Time.” 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

OPEN HOUSE SOON 
February 22 
10:00 – 12:00 

We are just looking ahead 
 

It will be  
a great time to bring your  

kids to school to play. 
 

Invite your friends to check out 
the preschool you love. 

Enrollment will be open for  
new students. 

 
 


