
 

    
 

As we finish up, we really try to cram as many fun activities and learning experiences into 

each day for the children. There are so many things we would like to do with them, lead 

them to discover, and give them the opportunity to try out. Every year we find ourselves 

frustrated with too little time to do it all. We liked the way our all school themes worked 

out. Each class was able to get into more depth with each theme. Our goal with these 

themes and with the rest of our curriculum has been to challenge each child on his/her 

own level and to open new worlds of discovery.  We have delighted in watching them grow 

in so many ways this year. Each child is very special to us and we thank you for letting us 

be a part of their lives.  We are so glad that your family is part of our Preschool 

community. We have a few more things to wrap up and a couple of special upcoming 

events. Then unbelievably, school will be out for the summer. 

  

The School Picnic  
 

The school picnic is coming up in May. It will take place in the 
evening, 6:00 PM, on Tuesday, May 14th. The whole family is 
invited and some of our former students and families attend too. 
We hope to see you there. It will be at the shelter near the 
playground in Tilles Park. They have a great playground in the park and it will be fun for 
the children to enjoy it together. Please bring your dinner and drinks, along with lawn 
chairs or blankets. We will have Ted Drewes mini-concretes available in chocolate or 
vanilla for $1.00. The children usually end the evening at the playground.  Since families 
arrive at varying times there is not a specific program or organized games. Just come 
anytime and have a good family time in the park with other families and the preschool 
staff.  
 

 What: School Picnic 
 

*When: Tuesday, May 14th  6:00 PM till Dusk 
 
*Where: Tilles Park on Hampton… at the shelter near 
the playground                               

 

*Needed: Dinner, Lawn chairs or blankets, $1.00 for Ted  Drewes 
 

 Also needed - Great weather. We are not able to arrange a rain date.                                                   
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Thanks 

We would like to thank you, too, for being so cooperative and supportive throughout 
the year. We feel privileged to have so many people who are interested, involved and 
willing to work.  

 Special thanks goes out to the room parents. The holidays would not be the 
same without your work, creativity and attention to detail. We would like to thank 
you for the help you have given the teachers throughout the year. They do 
appreciate the extra hand you have extended.   

 Thanks to goes to the many parents who have donated great and useful things 
like toys, trains, puzzles, paper, beads, craft items, plants for the garden and 
books. You are all so thoughtful to remember us. 

 We have had several fundraisers this school year and that have contributed to 
our program with over $4,000 in funds. Thanks for your sales or donations.  

 We have had a few moms who have diligently put together the book orders for 
the children each month. We are grateful for their help and appreciate your 
support of the Scholastic Book Club and Book Fair. We have Scholastic bonus 
points and dollars banked up and we are pouring over the catalogues to find the 
best items for our program. 

 

Program Evaluation 
In the coming weeks, we will be sending home a program evaluation. We hope that you will find time 

to respond and return it to school. We feel that input from parents is very valuable. We strive 

constantly to offer a program that meets your needs and those of your child. What better way to meet 

that goal than to work from your evaluations. In the past several years, we have implemented a few 

changes or additions to our program and curriculum in response to your evaluations. The evaluation 

is also a good means to express your satisfaction and send some positive feedback to the faculty. We 

thank you in advance for your time in filling out this form.   

 
Spring Parade 

 We are inviting families to join us for our Spring parade. 
The children really enjoy being a part of a parade, and we usually 
try to have one for them in May. We have celebrated with musical 
instruments, flags and colors among other themes in the past. 
This year the parade will be all about Spring. There will be 
costumes and musical instruments.    .  

 
The parade will be held the last 45 minutes of class time 

on May 15th and 16th. The children will parade around the block 
with their classes.  The children will exit from the Watson door, parade around the block Oleatha to 
Ivanhoe and come back to the building on the Pernod side, where they will re-enter school and be 
dismissed at the regular door.  

 
You are welcome to watch the parade anywhere on the route, or march along with the 

children. We hope to have many families attending the parade. 



More Play Dates 
 

Some of the most important goals for preschool can be summed up in the 4 C’s.  
These include:     Confidence….Cooperation…Curiosity….Communication. 
Confidence is a lifelong skill that helps children feel competent and ready to tackle 
whatever lies ahead…even if it is challenging and requires hard work. 
Cooperation helps children get along and work together. 
Curiosity is a natural attribute that when developed makes children excited lifelong 
learners. 
Communication is key to children’s expression  of themselves and the core of 
reading, writing, math and science skills.  
We have concentrated on providing the children with engaging, interesting and 
stimulating activities throughout the year to help in the growth of these skills. We are 
confident that you too have helped your child with these skills at home. This summer 
will bring many opportunities to continue that growth. Be sure to include playdates for 

your child.  
We  will send home another updated roster in a few days. 
We are hoping to encourage some play dates among the 
children. Especially since the weather has improved. It may 
help you in organizing group playdates at the park or 
individual play time in your homes. Please contact us in mid- 
May, if you have not received a new roster. 

 
Gift Giving            

One of our annual events is the Children’s Book Exchange. This year it was at the end of April. 

We have the book exchange precisely to help the children learn the satisfaction of gift giving. It 

is very difficult for a young child to help pick out a gift like a book or birthday present for 

another child. They are so excited about the item and do not really understand that it will be for 

someone. They are not always prepared for that reality.  

This is something that all children need assistance in learning. Part of the giving of a gift is the 

fulfilled feeling you have for doing that. Making someone else feel good or giving them 

something they will like. Young children are very self- centered and moving beyond that takes 

some help from the adults around them. That is why we have this exchange here at school to 

model and explain giving and receiving gifts.  The teachers talk about the excitement of giving 

the gift.  They also talk with the children about the polite way to receive a gift, even if it is 

something that you might not really like.  

At home you might want to encourage your child to do some simple things like draw a picture 

for a friend, or make a bracelet for a friend. The next time you get a small trinket for your child 

from the Dollar Store or somewhere, maybe you can encourage her/him to pick out a similar 

trinket for a friend. Share your gift giving with her/him. Like when you give something to a 

friend or relative.  

It is all a learned process. Good luck. It is not always a skill or value that is easily developed. 
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Fruit and Veggie Days 
Each of the classes has participated in several Fruit and Vegetable Days throughout 
the year. Thanks for participating. We hope that the children enjoyed bringing a special 
snack from home. In this endeavor, we were also hoping to help them develop some 
consciousness of healthy choices. In allowing them to bring a good snack that they 
enjoy, they may have been able to influence a classmate into trying the food in the 
future. Watching a friend enjoying fresh raw broccoli, may entice your picky eater to try 
it the next time it is served at home.  
We are not sure if we will be able to serve salad from our school garden before the end 
of the year. Many children have had their first taste of salad here at school, after they 
watched it grow, picked it and prepared it. This year however, our crop is a little late. 
Due to some nasty weather, we were late in planting. We are hoping it will take off and 
we can harvest some lettuce, radishes and carrots later in May. Fun and Yummy. 

 

 
Mothers’ Day Is Coming Soon   
 
Finally, moms your day at school is due to arrive. We want to remind you 
about the Mother's Day Programs coming up on May 7, 8, 9 and 10.  It is a 
very special occasion for Moms and children alike. We hope that all the moms 
will be able to make arrangements to attend. The children are going to put on a 
special program of singing and finger plays and then share a snack with their 
moms. We have spread the special event over the whole week to make each 
program special for the children and moms.  

 
*The children have been making special gifts for the moms and getting ready for the program. 
The children and the teachers get very excited about this event. The teachers have been 
working with their classes all year and are very proud of the children. It is a memorable event 
for all involved.  
 
*We ask that you do not bring siblings or babies to the program. This should be a special time 
for you and your preschooler. As a preschool we feel that we are very family oriented and 
welcome your whole family into our community. However, for programs such as this we must 
respect the other parents who have come to share a special time with their preschooler, too. 
Please, call the office if you have a problem. 
 
*If you are unable to attend, maybe you could have a grandmother, aunt or father take your 
place. Please make note of the dates for your child's class. A special invitation noting the time 
and date for each group will be going home with your child. 
 
*We are having the Mother’s Day Programs in the Café this year. There will be a photo spot 
set up so you can take a special photo of just the two of you. 
 
* Thank you so much for your cooperation.  We hope you enjoy this special celebration 

 
 



Summer at Preschool 
We are so excited to be able to have summer classes this year. We really missed having the 

children in the building last summer. The summer sessions offer a wide variety of activities. We have 
had a very good response and many of the classes are full. If you still have not registered for one, 
please call or email and we will let you now what is available. 
  All the classes are held in the morning, which leaves you an afternoon of swimming fun. What 
a good time to meet with new friends at the pool.  

 
Another Gift 
 Your endorsement of Union Preschool is a special gift you can give to another 
family. We have seen throughout the years that of all our avenues of communication, 
you are actually the most effective. So many new families come in to tour at your 
suggestion. We really appreciate your conversations with family, friends and 
playground acquaintances. Thank you. 
 We also hope that you visit and encourage others to check out our other 
communication areas: 
Our preschool website: www.unionpreschoolstl.org  
Our Facebook page:   https://.facebook.com/Union-Preschool 

Our Arbor Day page:    https://certified.natureexplore.org/union-preschool-2/  

 

 

Emergencies Happen 
 

This is the season of those Spring storms. Several years ago, I attended the Missouri 
Governor’s Disaster Initiative Workshop and received some very helpful information.  
The state has a program called “Ready in 3.” 
#1 Create a Family Plan 

 Create a family plan for your household so you will be ready for an emergency. We 
have included it here as an insert in your newsletter.  
#2 Prepare a Kit 

During an emergency, you may not be able to get food or water for days or weeks, and 
your electricity may not be working. Listed here is a site that lists items needed for an 
emergency kit for your family. http://health.mo.gov/emergencies/readyin3/kit.php 
#3 Listen for Information  
  It is important to stay calm in an emergency. Get as much information about the 
situation as possible. If there is no electricity, make sure to have a battery-powered radio with 
extra batteries so you can listen for updates and instructions. City, county, and state officials 
have developed emergency plans. In the event of an actual emergency, it’s important to 
follow their instructions and advice. They will provide you with the latest information. 
You know of course 911 will get you help in an emergency. 

 Are you aware of another helpful number 211. 

 It will connect you with resources like the Red Cross and SEMA. The site is 

www.211Helps.org. 

http://www.unionpreschoolstl.org/
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