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We hope that you enjoyed getting together with family and friends for Thanksgiving 
celebrations. In this season of thanks, we, who work with your children cannot help but see the 
world as a bright and beautiful place. Our school families raising young children of such 
tremendous energy and potential must feel very blessed. We all have so much to be thankful for. 
The spirit of thanksgiving was so evident here at school. The children were delighted to share a 
feast with their classmates and teachers.  

We feel that all the preparation and activities for Thanksgiving have given the children an 
appreciation of their families, the gifted life they share and the things they have in common with 
their school friends. 
 

We must find time to stop and THANK 
the people who make a difference in our lives. 

    Sharing Thanks 

 
 
 
 
We continue to write and communicate with you about conferences because this is what our 
teaching partnership with you is all about. We hope that this conference and these communications  
were just a beginning that will open the door to further exchanges between you and the teacher 
during the school year. The teachers did enjoy talking with you and would like to thank you for your 
cooperation and interest. If you ever have a question or concern please let the teacher know. 
Sometimes your concerns may warrant scheduling another conference and we want you to feel free 
to do so. 
 
*It would also help the teacher in relating with your child, if you let her know about any unusual 
circumstances which may affect your child on a particular day. For instance, you may have an out 
of town guest; your child may have had a sleepless night or a recent illness. Family stresses like 
the death of a relative, a parent out of town or a change in schedule often have an effect on your 
child's interactions at school. Just speak with the teacher or give her a note at arrival.  
  
 
 
 

Just Another Conference Note 

 

Thanksgiving for Families         A Thank You 
Thank you so much for you thoughtful and generous response to the request for food items for 
Lemasters Elementary. We have received a Thank You from them already:  
 

I want to thank you and the families at Union Preschool for your generous donations for the families at 
Lemasters! We are so grateful and pleased to be able to send food to some families with great needs in 
our school community. It brings all of the teachers, and especially me, comfort knowing our students will 
have food over their break! We appreciate this more than you know. 
Thank you and have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Theresa Visintine, MS, CCC-SLP 
 



 

  

 
  

Looking Ahead 
Re-registration 
Doesn't it seem like we have just begun school? We will have re-registration for next year in the first 
weeks of January. All returning students are given priority over new students and those on waiting lists 
for next year. Siblings of current students are also given priority at this time. Your forms will come home 
with your child and are due on January 28. If you need registration forms for siblings you may request 
them. Registration will open for new students in February before the Open House. Let us know of any 
prospective new students; so we can send them information. We have a new brochure coming out, 
which you can share with friends, too.   
More information on the preschool program will be in the re-registration packet.  
 

Some notes on Junior Kindergarten  

The staff works very hard to make sure each child becomes a successful, happy, investigative 

learner ready for kindergarten. Many of the Fours will be attending kindergarten next year. However, if 

your child’s 5th birthday falls in May through October he/she is eligible for the Junior Kindergarten 

Class. Over the years, we have worked hard to develop a program for young Five Year Olds especially 

those with late spring and summer birthdays. We have had many parents choose this "Gift of Time" for 

their child. The parents have been very pleased with the results of their decision. The child has had 

more time to mature physically and emotionally. The following year, the child is better prepared to learn 

in the more structured environment of Kindergarten. Kindergarten has changed from the hands-on 

environment that most of us remember. Kindergarteners usually finish the year reading sight words and 

decoding simple vocabulary. 

 Our philosophy for this program is the same as that to which we have always adhered: to help 

the children learn in a happy Christian atmosphere, to show our love, acceptance, concern and 

understanding for each child. The curriculum is based on age-appropriate experiences which will allow 

the child to grow emotionally, socially, physically and mentally. Since the Jr Kindergarten program 

addresses the specific needs, attention span and motor abilities of the young Five, it differs from the 

Fours program. The math, language arts and pre-reading skills are also specifically developed for their 

age. The content area of the all school themes and units is expanded for them. If you have any 

questions about this program, please consult with your child’s teacher. I will also be glad to answer your 

questions.  

 
 

 

 Cookies 
 
We have always asked for volunteers to bring home baked cookies for the  
Santa House. Parents have very generously responded to this request.  
Mrs. Claus' Kitchen has always been a favorite part of the Santa House, thanks  
to all the help from our parents. This year the teachers will be asking for  
2 parents in each class to bake 2 dozen cookies just for the class.  
That way each group will be able to enjoy the special cookies made for  
their class.  
Thank you for making this a memorable event. 
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The January Threes 
 

We are finalizing the class list for the January Threes.  Children who are Three by January 
1st are eligible to enroll in this class. This class gives those age eligible children the opportunity to 
begin school. Some little ones are very ready for that opportunity.  The class is scheduled for the 
morning session on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Mrs. Jenny Delf will be the teacher for this new 
group.  Mrs. Kuhnert will be assisting until these little ones are accustomed to being a part of a 
class. We are so pleased to be able to offer this opportunity for the children. Thank you. 
 

Safety and Arrival Time 
 

We have a little message here about arrival time. School begins at 8:45 and we open the 
doors at 8:35. Homeroom begins as the children arrive. Homeroom is a transition time that helps the 
children start out their morning. Some of them really need those few minutes to adjust and start their 
day well. I know your mornings are very busy and it is not easy to get little ones out the door. But 
arrival by 8:50 will really help your child, and the teacher.  
We monitor the Oleatha door and the Watson door all during homeroom.  
You can also help us as you exit. Please use common sense as you go out the door. Families 
arriving with a preschooler should be granted admittance. If you encounter a stranger at the door, 
please wait for us to make the decision.  
Thanks so much, together we can make safety a priority.   
 

A Small Request 
  With the cold and flu season coming up, we are requesting that you send a box of Kleenex 

to school with your child. It will be very helpful for each classroom to have a stock of Kleenex 
available. We seldom use hand gel unless we are in an area without quick access to water. Hand 
gel among preschoolers is actually a hazard. We do plenty of hand washing at school and we are 
teaching the children to out those sneezes and coughs in the crook of their elbow. So, please do not 
forget a box or two of Kleenex.  
Just another reminder: no child who arrives at preschool noticeably ill, with a rash or fever will be 
admitted for that day. If a child has been ill, he or she must be fever free for at least 24 hours before 
being admitted to school. If your child does become ill at school he/she will be cared for in the office 
and remain there until the parent or other authorized person arrives to take the child home. The ill 
child will not be allowed to return to school until the period of contagion is over. 

 
                                                                                                             

              Jo Coffee  

 
 Thank you so much for your Jo Coffee orders. We are glad to  
be able to bring you that little fundraiser.  
The Wick/Villa family was the top seller followed by the Billings family.   
The Saracino family and the Salama-Smith family also sold over $100.  
There were 17 families participating.  
Thanks to each and every one of you.  
 
We try to pick out some fundraisers that are a little different and appeal to our families. Be looking 
for information about our Trivia Fundraising Evening Event coming up Friday, February 7th 
 
 I hope you enjoy your coffees. The orders should arrive the week of December 9th.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow Days 
. In case of inclement weather we will send an email or you can check 
closings as listed below.   
 
 So you will need to keep your email address updated in the office..  
 
School closings will also be on: 
  

 Displayed on TV: 
          On Channel 2 KTVI and on their website:  http://myfoxstl.com 
          On Channel 5 KSDK and on their website:http://ksdk.com\stormwatch 
          On Channel 4 KMOV and on their website:http://kmov.com 

 KMOX Radio at 1120 on the AM dial. 
 Announcements on the radio are usually at 
5:30, 6:30 + 7:30 AM and 6:00    + 9:00 PM  

           And on their website: http://kmox.com 
 

 We will also send mass e-mail notices  
Please note that if you somehow do not receive email, then the TV and radio 
websites are your best bet. 
       If you have any questions about these arrangements please ask now 
       There is no one in the office on snow days.  
       Now that all that is said...I hope we do not have any snow days at all. 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                  Word of Mouth 
You often share with us your appreciation of so many things Union Preschool has to offer: the care 

the teachers show your children, the activities they participate in, the educational and social opportunities 
they receive, the beautiful updated building, the excitement and happiness encountered as you step in the 
door. These are a sampling of the comments we receive. We really appreciate these kind remarks and hope 
you can share them beyond your thoughtful encounters with teachers and staff.  
  Can you get those thoughts out to your friends, family, neighbors and sometimes strangers? The 
good words you share with us is our best form of advertising. We know many of you do this already since 
the majority of new families seeking information will mention a current or former family. That is always so 
sweet to hear and we are very grateful. 

 You can also spread the word when you check out our Facebook page by sharing it with others.  

 We will have a new brochure coming out in January that you can pass along to a prospective 
family. 

 We are having an Open House February 22nd. You can extend an invitation to others and 
spend some time showing them our school and introducing them to our community.   
 

 

                                       

Share your thoughts 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Saturday Fun        January 19th          10–11:30   

In the GYM 

 

 

The wind is blowing. 
The temperature is freezing.  
We have not been outdoors for weeks. 
 
Looking for a fun morning that will 
include the kids?  You can even bring 
the toddlers.  
 
The gym and at least one of the 
classrooms will be open for the 
children to play in.  

YES!!! You can even play with the BIG BLUE BLOCKS  
 
So put this winter family play date on your calendar. Saturday, January 19th      10 – 11:30.  


